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Grade scale

m Very good (100-80%)

ﬂ Good (79-60%)

n Poor (39-20%)

REPORT CARD

Moderate (59-40%) ﬂ Very peor (19-0%})

m Unscored

BIEOUMN— D— FOVERX

Overall Bay score improving, but
most tributaries scored poorly

g

Upper Bay,

The overall Chesapeake Bay score is
showing a significantly improving trend.
This is an exciting sign that progress is
being made in bay restoration. The overall
health score was 51% in 2022, up 6%

in the past two years. Dissolved oxygen,
total phosphorus, total nitrogen, and
aquatic grasses scores all have significantly
improving trends. Although water clarity
still has a declining long-term trend, the
overall score had a strong improvement
from 12% in 2021 to 20% in 2022.

Nine region scores increased and six region
scores decreased. The highest-scoring
region was the Lower Bay (69%), and the
lowest-scoring was the Patapsco and Back
Rivers (24%). Regions with strong dedlines
were the Choptank River (36%) with a
14-point decrease from the previous year,
and the Upper Eastern Shore (27 %) which
decreased by four points and is showing a
significantly declining trend. Regions with
significantly improving trends were the
James, Elizabeth, Patapsco and Back Rivers,
Upper Bay, and Upper Western Shore.

Fisheries index shows moderate blue
crab score

The overall Fisheries Index for 2022 was
65% (B). Striped bass scored 61% (B-), blue
crabs scored 45% (C), and bay anchovies
scored 89% (A). Blue crabs had the lowest
score seen in several years.,

Health tronds
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